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Wisdom whispers in hushed tones, 
“I’ll try to leave you alone. 

I’ll let you be what you’ll be, 
A wind wrought river headed home. 

  
Oh, wind wrought river where ya goin’?  

  
With every turn you take you make 

A deeper pathway set in stone. 
Look up, be free I wanna plea, 
But I’ll try to leave you alone. 

  
When you make it to the sea, 

The vastness wavers certainty. 
Home is here in the unknown. 

You’re ready now to search for me.” 

Composer' s Notes:

After five days of traveling through Utah’s national parks,
the imagery of water and stone seemed a fitting allegory for
the shaping of wisdom.  The sometimes rigid way we view the
world when young is crucial in giving the secure foundation
needed for development, but with the introduction into a
larger world full of new perspectives and influences, some of
this security is lost.  A new dimension of ambiguity is entered
as once self-evident answers are questioned and need to be
realized for oneself – and it can be grudgingly painful to
discover that not all questions have answers.  However, it is
with the discomfort of uncertainty that wisdom is found. 

Performance Notes:

There are a fair amount tempo markings throughout the
score.  Often, indications such as pui mosso denote a new
section or a significant push forward.  In this piece tempo
markings are essentially a written-out rubato that fluctuates
around the last given metronome marking.  In sections simply
marked as rubato, more freedom is given, but in general the
tempo should push forward at the beginning of the measure
and relax towards the end.

Duration: 5:45
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